
MINUTES 

Madison County Mental Health Board 

Meeting Place: Madison County Administration Building 

157 N. Main Street, Room 309 – Edwardsville, IL 62025 

Wednesday, March 11, 2020 

 

 

Board Members Attending: Nick Petrillo, Walter Hunter, David Nosacka, Sarah Calvin, Paul                     

                                                 Malcharek  

                                               

Board Members not present: Herb Clay, David Baker 

 

Staff Attending:  Deborah Humphrey, Michelle Brooks 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

Mr. Hunter called the meeting to order at 4:30 pm.  

 

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS 

Motion made by Mr. Nosacka, seconded by Dr. Malcharek, to approve the December 2019, January 

2020 and February 2020 claims. Motion carried. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Motion made by Mr. Nosacka, seconded by Dr. Malcharek, to approve the November 13. 2019 and 

January 8, 2020 minutes. Motion carried. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT / AGENCY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Child Advocacy Center – Ms. Cohan reported that the second therapist has started seeing clients. 

There were a total of 71 clients seen by the two therapists in February. The CAC appreciates our 

support. Trivia Night was successful. They are busy with grant season. 

 

William BeDell ARC – Mr. Rollins reported that they are learning about the coronavirus. He also 

thanked Ms. Humphrey and Ms. Brooks for attending the BeDell annual luncheon, which recognized 

longtime employees. 

 

Gift of Voice – Mr. Seest spoke of a “Take Courage” event they are having May 1, 2020. 

 

Furry Friends -  Ms. Hogan attended with dog, Puzzle. They have been averaging 80 visits per 

month, with 60% in Madison County. They are currently suspending visits now due to the coronavirus. 

They have been advised that dogs can’t get the virus but can carry it. 

 

Centerstone (Alton Office) – Ms. Tyree spoke of a 48% turnover rate this year. Many employees are 

leaving to take lower stress jobs. They have presented testimony to the House Human Services 

Commission for the Behavioral Health Workforce. Ms. Boyles thanked the Mental Health Board for 

their support. She also provided information on a free Caregiver Stress Busting program. 

 

NAMI – Ms. Gamm-Smith thanked the Mental Health Board for their support. She said NAMI is 

starting to thrive, with many support groups. They are currently setting up a structured volunteer 

program. 

 



Prevent Child Abuse Illinois & MECAM- Ms. Winters reported that they will again have a Prevent 

Child Abuse kickoff on April 1, 2020 at 10:00 a.m. at Madison County. MECAM registration started 

today and 100 have already registered, 

 

Catholic Charities –Ms. Brown mentioned they have offices in Alton and Granite City. They are 

providing services in Collinsville and Edwardsville schools. They are providing training to parents at a 

Wood River school, and are in meetings with Alton schools.  

 

Heartlinks – Ms. Cuddeback reported that they provide grief support services in the office and in the 

community. They provide group and family counseling. She is part of the Madison County Mental 

Health Alliance, working on a Suicide Prevention event. 

 

Illinois Center for Autism – Ms. Newsome reported that they are working with Terron Armstead of 

the New Orleans Saints, who provides a free football camp to kids in the area. They will help with 

individuals on the spectrum. They were also awarded an East-West Gateway Transportation Grant in 

the amount of $222,888.00. 

 

Epilepsy Foundation of Greater Southern Illinois – Ms. Baxter reported that they are following 

infection control guidelines for their residential facility. 

 

Refuge – Ms. Bickle stated that they provide free counseling for birth to eleven years of age. They 

served 330 in February. They are grateful for Mental Health Board funding. 

 

 

FINANCIAL APPROVALS – SYSTEM DEVELOPMENT FUNDS 

Motion was made by Mr. Petrillo, seconded by Ms. Calvin, to approve the following: 

1. Reallocation of $4,746.00 for Amare. 

2. Epilepsy Foundation for Camp Roehr – 2,500.00 

3. Furry Friends - $3,000.00 

4. Illinois Parent Teacher Association for PIAT Conference - $1,500.00 

5. MECAM Conference - $2,500.00 

6. NAMI $30,000.00 

Motion carried. 

 

FINANCIAL APPROVALS – AID TO AGENCIES  
Motion was made by Mr. Petrillo, seconded by Dr. Malcharek to approve in the amount of $5,325.84 

for a client education scholarship for BeDell. This will be added to their current contract. Motion 

carried. 

 

FINANCIAL APPROVALS – ADMIN BUDGET 

Motion was made by Mr. Petrillo, seconded by Dr. Malcharek, to approve payment of ACMHAI dues 

in the amount of $7,728.82. Motion carried. 

 

Motion was made by Dr. Malcharek, seconded by Ms. Calvin, to approve the amended agenda item, to 

cover the costs (hotel, mileage, per diem) for Ms. Humphrey, Mr. Hunter and Mr. Clay to attend the 

ACMHAI quarterly meeting in Springfield. Motion carried. 

 

Motion was made by Ms. Calvin, seconded by Mr. Petrillo, to approve Jimmy John’s ($72.25) and 

Walmart ($7.64) invoices for the special (lunch) Finance meeting held February 24, 2020. Motion 

carried. 

 

 



 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 

Ms. Humphrey shared that the Board is in making changes to the System Development funding 
process. The procedures are being updated and there is new information being posted on the 
website about the new submission process for the System Development requests.  
A legislative update was given stating there is no new no action on Senate Bill 2962 that 
threatened community mental health board funding across the State. The bill introduced is to 
amend the Community Mental Health Act to have 20% of the mental health levy deposited into a 
special fund directly controlled by the county jail. The bill was scheduled to be heard in the Local 
Government Committee of the Senate February 19, 2020 but the bill was postponed and not 
heard.  This was a positive thing.  There were 79 witness slips filed in opposition and zero 
proponents.  There is no question they had an impact. It was also impressive the number of non 
ACMHAI members who filed slips. It demonstrates that our opposition was not exclusively self-
serving, but one shared by the larger community, both locally and statewide.  It is anticipated 
that there will be a request for subcommittee appointment but lobbyist shared that this means 
the bill most likely is dead. The other legislation that is being supported at this time is SB2451 
which proposes to increase the Medicaid– Intellectual Disability and Developmental Disability 
and Managed Care Rates ($.26 hour). 
There is no news also on the SAMHSA Grant. The start-up date is August 2020. 
Ms. Brooks and Ms. Humphrey are participating in the County’s Wellness Committee. The Mental 
Health Board will have two months this year the will focus on emotional health. Stress Busters 
will be the May training and the December topic being suggested is Question, Persuade and 
Refer-Q.P.R. suicide prevention training. 
The Best Practice Suicide Prevention Conference was well attended and extremely successful. 
The presenters were exceptional. Suicide deaths continue to be a major public health issue in 
Madison County. There were 361 deaths in the past 10 years with as many as 52 individuals 
dying by suicide in one year. Philip Chapman, County Board Member, District #3 had an 18 year 
old youth in his district die by suicide due to bullying. Ms. Brooks and I met with him today. He 
will be writing a paper on this to the County Board. He met with us to discuss the relationship 
between bullying and suicide. We shared information on two evidence based practices that are 
being used to educate persons in Madison County on suicide prevention (Mental Health First Aid 
& Q.P.R.).  He encouraged working with the Madison County Regional Office of Education on 
suicide prevention.  Mr. Werden had requested suicide information for a meeting he also had 
scheduled with Mr. Chapman. They were provide copies of brochures,  Ms. Humphreys 
presentation from last week’s training that gave Madison County Suicide data which is also 
addressed in the 2019 Annual Report. The Board is prepared to entertain requests for Q. P. R. 
training in the community and there is a pool of certified trainers. A suicide prevention 
conference is being planned by a committee under the Madison County Mental Health Alliance 
Ms. Humphrey will be attending the Redeploy All Sites meeting to be trained on the year’s 
renewal application process for the Redeploy Grant, March 19-20, 2020. Mr. Hunter, Mr. Clay and 
Ms. Humphrey will also be attending the ACMHAI Quarterly best practice and business meeting 
March 26-27, 2020. 
 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

With no other business on the table, a motion to adjourn the meeting at 5:15pm was made by Mr. 

Petrillo and seconded by Mr. Nosacka. Motion carried.   

 

  


